Michurin too knew of the existence^ of these^ vegeta-
tive pears. He purposely sent his close assistant to the
North Caucasus to get some of their fruit and cuttings.
This was in 1931. Michurin was of the opinion that the
new phenomenon was of "outstanding world-wide in-
terest/'
The Sochi Subtropical and Southern Crops Experimental
Station took this Tuapse pear tree in hand. Today, it is
the forefather of a whole tribe of pear trees that bear "leafy"
fruit.
for many decades the most authoritative investigators,
leaders in biological thought, had been firmly convinced
that the phenomena of reproduction and the phenomena of
nutrition and growth were in no way connected; it was now
proved that they were closely connected.
More than one generation of offspring has been grown
from the seeds obtained from vegetative hybrids. After
studying them, comparing them with the organisms \vhich
owe their existence to the more ordinary course of things,
Lysenko was able more clearly to formulate his most general
conception of the essence of the living thing.
. . . Thus, a new life is germinated, is born, a tiny ma-
terial dot in the material world. It will build and shape its
body out of the materials of this world.
But this dot represents two billion years of develop-
ment of life on Earth, millions of years of evolution of the
given branch of life, thousands of years of formation of the
species. And this has made our dot what it is: has endowed it
with the ability to present definite demands to its environment,
to take from its environment different elements in different
combinations, and to work them up in a particular way and
no other so as to obtain a "plastic substance," from which
the living body will be built.
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